EDITOR'S  PREFACE.

In offering to the public this third volume of the late Mr.
E. J. W. Gibb's History of Ottoman Poetry, I desire to speak
briefly in this Preface of three separate matters connected
with my friend's work and memory; to wit, this book, the
outcome of his patient and scholarly labours, and in particular
the present instalment of it, and the part yet to follow; his
collection of manuscripts; and the work taken in hand, and
now in process of production, by the Trustees of the Gibb
Fund, so generously founded by Mrs. Gibb of 13, Mont-
gomerie Crescent, Kelvinside, Glasgow, to perpetuate the
memory of her son, and to carry on researches in those
studies to which his life was devoted. Of these three matters
I will speak in the order in which they are here mentioned.

The present volume covers a period of nearly two centuries,
extending from the beginning of the Suleymanic Age (A. H.
926 = A. D. 1520) down to the death of Nabf (A, H.
1124 = A. D. 1712), with whom, as the author points out
(p. 337 infra], the Classic Period may be considered to close,
and the Transition Period to begin. It includes, therefore,
some of the most celebrated Turkish poets, such as Lamici,
Zatf, Fuzulf, Fazh', and Baqf, besides Nabf, who has been
already mentioned; but in spite of this fact it is, in my
judgment, inferior in interest alike to the earliest period
discussed in voL I, and to the post-classical periods, including